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England that’s

rarely seen. And
an India that’s
very Britain-like
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E orn in 1952, Magnum photog-
e rapher Martin Parr inherited
g or experienced most of Europe’s
shakeups in England. He saw

their effects all around him — Old
Victorian architecture flattened by post-
war economy; the May 1968 uprising
in Paris making England’s young ques-
tion old attitudes. Birth of the venera-
ble journal, the New Left Review. The
Hungarian revolution crushed by Soviet
tanks. The Suez Canal invaded by

“PEOPLE DON'T EXPECT TO SEE LITTER
IN THE UK,” SAYS PARR. “| SHOWED
PEOPLE ENJOYING IN FRONT OF SHABBY
BACKDROPS, EVEN AS MRS THATCHER
WAS TELLING US THAT IN THE 803 WE
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France and Britain.

Born in the Fifties, “belonging
nowhere, with no allegiance and no pref-
erence,” what was a boy brought up in
the suburbs to do? Parr took pictures.
Of an England, rarely seen — a middle-
class family stocking up on bonsai and
white sofas; women stuffing themselves
with burgers and ketchup.

With India, Parr is gentler and sur-
prisingly, nostalgic. His India book has
photographs of the Fairlawn couple,
who no western, and, truth be told, few
Kolkattan journalist have failed to cover;
aboisterous Indian wedding with spir-
ited dance moves; a ‘Tombola’
announcement with spelling errors.

“Can't resist the nostalgia,” says Parr.
“There are some aspects of India that
are still more British than Britain. The
public schools for instance. And curry.
Can't have enough of it”.

(Catch the Martin Parr exhibition
at the Photoink Gallery till March 27
at 1 Jhandewalan, Faiz Road, New Delhi.
Contact 28755940 )
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= This one is from the series ‘British Food’, part of Parr’s ongoing study of the culture of consumption = A cake with a birthday inscription that stops at ‘Happy’



